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F.N0.28016/2/2013-SSH
Government of India
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
PMSSY Division

CIRCULAR No. PMSSY-06-July-2014

Subject: Directions of Hon’ble Health & Family Welfare Minister

i Hon'ble Health & Family Welfare Minister (the President of different Institutes under the AIIMS Act)
visited Odisha including AlIMS Bhubaneswar on 18-20 July, 2014. He met and interacted with Hon'ble Chief
Minister, Odisha; Hon'ble Health Minister, Odisha; Hon'ble Members of Parliament; Hon'ble Members of
Legislative Assembly; Chief Secretary, Odisha; Development Commissioner, Odisha; Pr Secretary, Health & FW,
Odisha; district functionaries in Puri District; AlIMS students; AlIMS senior management (SE, DDA, FA and MS);
AIIMS  staff; Director, AlIMS, Bhubaneswar and AlIMS faculty. He inspected District Hospital Puri and AIIMS
facilities (IPD, OPD, hostels, under-construction buildings and other areas in the two Campuses of AlIMS at
Bhubaneswar). He also met eminent persons and package contractors at the campus.

2 The following are the gist of the directions issued on spot by HFM for compliance with immediate effect
by all concerned as indicated in brackets against each:

o

2.2

2.3.

24.

2.5.

2.6.

AlIMS Bhubaneswar being the most advanced among the six new AlIMS must aim to be the best
institute in the region as an immediate goal. Students, faculty and staff must appreciate the
expectations of society from them and work hard instead of asking for facilities which could not be
provided at the present state of development of the Institute. (Action: Director, Faculty and senior
management of each new AlIMS, PMSSY Division)

The OPD registration slips should have health messages those change every fortnight so that in a
year, twenty-four different health messages are given to the society through the medium of OPD
registration slips. (Action: Directors, MS and other senior management of each new AlIMS)

The hospitals in every AlIMS must have different colour bed sheet every day of the week and,
rotated on a weekly basis so that there are seven different colour bed sheets. The colour of bed
sheet to be put on which day of a week would be notified by Ministry after consulting the AIIMS.
(Action: Directors, MS and senior management of each AlIMS, PMSSY Division)

Highest standards of medical and nursing education should be delivered to students in a feasible
and scientific manner without wastage of scarce resources. (Action: Directors, Faculty and senior
management of each new AlIMS)

Every student of AlIMS must have a dream of serving the society in his/her area and elsewhere in
the country. The special privilege of becoming a Doctor from AlIMS where almost 8 to 10 crore
Rupees, on long term, are spent out of public money, on producing a Doctor, must be intemalized as
a responsibility to society by every student. Students must learn to live with difficulties in terms of
infrastructure, full complement of faculty and other facilities. Learning from difficulties in a new
campus is also an opportunity to come to terms with challenges which life poses every day. Students
must inculcate a dream and realize it for others, not for themselves. They should learn from Swami
Vivekananda who said, “They only live who live for others.” The issues of students will be addressed
in a phased manner. (Action: Directors, Faculty and senior management of each new AlIMS,
PMSSY Division)

Faculty is the backbone of an AlIMS. They must realize that they have a duty towards society and
country. One of the best members from the original AIIMS is the leader of AIIMS Bhubaneswar as

Director. The faculty must work as a team towards the goal of making AIIMS the best. Every faculty
member has to nurture a dream and work tirelessly towards realizing that. There are deficiencies in
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2.7.

2.8.

2.9.

infrastructure due to a variety of reasons and would be resolved in a phased manner. Faculty has to
bear with that. Faculty has to work towards delivery of goal of Health for All. Integration with Indian
Systems of Medicine must be pursued. Major focus should be on reduction of maternal and infant
mortality and reduction in vaccine preventable diseases. Anyone who enters AlIMS must go out fully
satisfied and be a strong activist of health for all movement. Being an Assistant Professor or above in
an AlIMS is a huge privilege. The Faculty must appreciate that all facilities and comforts would not
be available in a new institution like AlIMS. (Action: Directors, Faculty and senior management
of each new AIIMS, PMSSY Division)

The individual issues of services matters raised by the faculty members would be addressed under
the applicable rules in due course of time. (Action: Directors, senior management of each new
AlIMS, PMSSY Division)

Faculty should have a positive attitude and keep patient care and service to society as prime focus.
Minor issues of management challenges should be resolved with the Director. They are free to send
email communication to HFM directly while keeping the Director informed. (Action: Directors,
Faculty and senior management of each new AlIMS)

Finance and Administration Wings of AIIMS must have clear cut delegated powers. Director, AIIMS
and his team must work round the clock with full dedication and remove bottlenecks in the area of
setting up the Institute. They must work with 500% transparency and comply with GFR, Government
guidelines and Rules. There should be no negotiations on procurement matters outside the rules and
all agreements should be complied with so that no bad name comes to the AIIMS or Government.
(Action: Directors, Faculty and senior management of each new AlIMS)

2.10. The Director, AlIMS and his team should work in such a manner that the AIIMS works should be

completed around 20 December, 2014 so that it is dedicated to the nation by the PM. The
contractors must be asked with clear terms that they must fulfill their contractual obligations and
complete works by 20 December, 2014. Accordingly, applicable milestones could be revised.
Project supervision needs improvement. Regular meetings of REC should take place with the spirit
of resolving the matters. (Action: Directors, senior management of each new AIIMS, PMSSY
Division)

2.11.Drug store with essential medicines must be made functional in a transparent and competitive

manner so that benefits flow to patients. The reports by diagnostics laboratory services must be
available to patients for web/internet access. There must be a transparent mechanism for redress of
grievances regarding drugs price / quality and test results. In hospital / treatment related matters also
GFR, Rules, Guidelines etc. are to be followed by administration / finance wings so that scarce
resources were not wasted and absolute transparency maintained. There must be uniformity in
contractual pay packages across the AIIMS for various categories of employees including faculty.
Adequate staff support to HoD must be given. (Action: Directors, senior management of each
new AlIMS)

2.12. Indiscipline by any quarter whether staff, students or faculty should not be tolerated and strict action

be taken under due process of law. (Action: Directors, Faculty and senior management of each
new AlIMS)

2.13. Director AIIMS Bhubaneswar must take immediate steps to start work on ground within three months

in respect of (Action: Director, AIIMS Bhubaneswar; senior management of the AlIMS; PMSSY
Division):

2.13.1. Department of AYUSH including Yoga Therapy and Training.

2.13.2. Centre of Excellence on Mental Health & Neuro-Sciences at Bhubaneswar Campus
2.13.3. Centre of Excellence on Oncology at Bhubaneswar Campus

2.13.4. Centre of Excellence on Cardiology and Cardiothoracic surgery at Bhubaneswar Campus
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2.13.5. Centre of Excellence on Nephrology and Kidney Transplantation at Bhubaneswar Campus

2.13.6. Opening of Department of Geriatric Medicine at Bhubaneswar Campus

2.13.7. Opening of Department of Environmental Health and Occupational Medicine at Bhubaneswar
Campus

2.13.8. Construction of boundary wall at Satellite Centre of AIIMS at Balasore

2.13.9. Preparation of tender ready documents for School of International Public Health and a 300-bed
multi-specialty hospital at Satellite Centre of AlIMS at Balasore so that construction was complete
within 18 months or so.

2.13.10. Medical Ethics workshops for the region

2.13.11. Rural and Urban Health Training Centres of AlIMS after signing MoU with State Government of
Odisha

2.14. All six new AlIMS including the AIIMS Bhubaneswar should be green campuses. The focus should
be on water recycling, renewable energy, biological waste management, air pollution reduction,
noise pollution reduction etc. AlIMS, Delhi has been asked to prepare a pilot and “concept plan”.
Ministry should co-ordinate. (Action: Directors, senior management of each new AlIMS, PMSSY
Division)

2.15.Kitchen conditions, food quality, para-clinical laboratories, nursing laboratories, playgrounds etc.
must be attended to by Director AIIMS and his team. There should be modern kitchen equipment
facilities, on the lines of AlIMS Bhopal which HFM visited on 16 June 2014. Ministry should
coordinate for other five AlIMS for this. Operation of kitchen must be on a transparent manner and
no unauthorized food seller/ vendor should be allowed in the campus. (Action: Directors, senior
management of each new AlIMS, PMSSY Division)

2.16. There must be 500 % transparency in respect of all procurements done by very AlIMS. There would
be zero tolerance to corruption at any level. Details of procurement should be hosted on website by
each new AIIMS so that everyone knows the status. There should not be wastage of money on
procuring high-end equipments at considerable cost because public money is involved and due care
should be taken to conserve limited resources. The Directors of six new AlIMS should be made
responsible not to go for costly and high end equipment at their Institute levels, without justification.
(Action: Directors, Faculty and senior management of each new AlIMS, PMSSY Division)

2.17. There will be difficulties in communicating details of items under procurement by HLL to every faculty
member. It is the responsibility of the faculty member to get the information from the Director / FA /
DDA in case information was not available on HLL website. Central procurement has its advantages
and would be continued. (Action: Directors, Faculty and senior management of each new
AlIMS, PMSSY Division)

2.18.Every Doctor handling patients in OPD and in IPD must adopt rational drug use policy. Essential
Drug List must be prepared and prescribed. It should be displayed prominently in OPD areas in
English, Hindi and local language (where applicable). All the essential drugs must be available in
AlIMS Drug Store sot that patients can buy them at reasonable prices against prescriptions of AIIMS
Doctors. (Action: Directors, Faculty and senior management of each new AlIMS)

2.19. All Doctors in AlIMS must adopt the prescribed standard treatment procedures. (Action: Directors,
Faculty and senior management of each new AlIMS)

2.20. All package contractors must deploy manpower and other resources. They must work round the
clock (multiple shifts) and complete the work in all respects by 20 December, 2014. Ministry can use
the process of blacklisting the delinquent contractors if they default. (Action: Directors, senior
management of each new AIIMS, PMSSY Division)
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3.

4,

2.21. The reasons behind delay and slow progress, given by contractors were apparently without any valid
basis. They must work sincerely and complete their respective works by the deadline of 20
December, 2014. (Action: Directors, senior management of each new AIIMS, PMSSY Division)

2.22. Additional land for AlIMS Bhubaneswar needs to be pursued with the State Government. The Chief
Minister, Odisha has assured HFM in his meeting on 19 July 2014 that the State Government would
give additional land free of cost, to AIIMS. (Action: Director AIIMS Bhubaneswar, senior
management of the AlIMS, PMSSY Division)

2.23. There should be no delay in processing the bills of suppliers and contractors and in release of funds.
(Action: AS &FA MoHFW; Directors, senior management of each new AIIMS, CCA MoHFW;
PMSSY Division)

HFM has desired that monitoring of progress of new AIIMS shall also be at his level.

These instructions are in continuation with the Circular issued under F.N0.28016/2/2013-SSH Dtd 3 July

2014 vide Circular No. PMSSY-01-July-2014 on the subject

S.

This Circular is issued with the approval of Secretary, HFW.

N
(Sanjeev Chadha)

Director
31 July, 2014
Circulation List:
AIIMS:
1. Director, AlIMS, New Delhi / Bhopal / Bhubaneswar / Jodhpur / Patna / Raipur / Rishikesh
2. DDA, FA, SE, MS, AO of AlIMS Bhopal / Bhubaneswar / Jodhpur / Patna / Raipur / Rishikesh
3. Hosting on website of each new AlIMS
Other INI
1. Director, PGIMER, Chandigarh
2. Director, JIPMER, Puducherry
3. Director & VC, NIMHANS, Bangalore
CPSE
1. CMD, HLL Lifecare Ltd / Head PCD
2. CMD, HSCC Ltd
MoHFW
1. DGHS
2. AS(H)
3. AS&FA
4, JS (PMSSY)
5. JS (NHM)
6
7
8
9

CCA
PS to HFM
Director (AL), Director (SC)
. US (ME-I, ME-II, ME-IIl, PMSSY)
10. SO (ME-I, ME-Il, ME-Ill, PMSSY)
11. Head EU HLL & all Consultants in PMSSY Division
12. DDO, PMSSY
13. PMSSY Website
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THE TIMES OF SNDIA, BHUBANESWAR

Spl recruitment drive
for AIIMS: Vardhan

‘Union Health_MinWiII Visit Hospi'tal Today

Ashok.Pradhan
@timesgroup.com

Bhubaneswar: Before arriv-
ing in Odisha on a three-day
visit, Union health minister
Harsh Vardhan on Friday
praised the state’s ‘remarka-
ble’ growth story in healthcare
and promised a specialrecruit-
mentdrive for ATIMS here.
“Odisha has done well in
keeping maternal and child
death rates low. I want to keep
upgrading its hospitals and
medical education infrastruc-
ture and hope to have fruitful
discussionsinthisregard with
chief minister (Naveen Pat-
naik) and health minister
(Atanu Sabyasachi Nayak),”
he said in New Delhi before
boarding a flight for Bhuba-
neswar. frEL |
Vardhan will inspect AI-
IMS Bhubaneswar on Satur-
day, “It is the most advanced
among the six new ATIMS, (the
other five are in Bhopal, Rai-
pur, Rishikesh, Jodhpur, Pat-
na) which have come up over
the last two years, and I am
thinking of expanding its fa-

cilities,” he was quoted as say-.

inginaPIBrelease.

The present capacity of Al-

IMS Bhubaneswar is 170 beds,
which will be doubled within a
month, he said. A special
recruitment drive will be con-

Bhabani Prasad D:

THREE-DAY VISIT: Union health

minister Harsh Vardhan arrives

in Bhubaneswar on Friday

ducted shortly for appointing
specialists for cardiology, ne-
phrology;, endocrinology and
other departments. Delay in
faculty selection process had
hampered the institute’s pro-
Jjected statureof atertiary care
hospital. Currently, there are
58 faculty members against
the sanctioned strength of 340.
The minister said funds
will not be a constraint for AI-
IMS. “T will request the state
government for additional
land adjacent to the present
campus,” theminister said.
Vardhan said he will follow
up the issue of denial of Medi-
cal Council of Tndia permis-

sion to increase MBBS seats in
MECG Medical College, Ber-

hampur, and VSS Medical Col-

lege, Burla.

Early re-constitution of

Since the institute is
still in a project mode
under Pradhan Mantri
Swasthya Suraksha
Yojana, even for minor
decisions it has to take
the Centre’s nod.
ATIMS wants greater
autonomy to the
institute’s local
administration here for
faster decision-making

governing body (GB), the apex :
executive body of the elite in- :
stitute,islikely to prominently :
figure during the minister’s :
visitto the campus. :

ATIMS sources said forma- :
tion of GB is important as it !
will decide on the standing se- :
lection committee, which will :
resume selection of faculty :
members for the institute. :
Union health minister isex-of- :
ficio president of the AIIMS :
GB. y ]

ATIMS sources said since :
the institute is still in a project |
mode under Pradhan Mantri ;
Swasthya Suraksha Yojana
(PMSSY), even for minor deci- -
sions it hastotake the Centre’s
nod. AIIMS wants greater au-

tonomy to the institute’s local
administration here for faster
decision-making.
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Vardhan Adds Satellite Campus to AlIMS-B

Express News Service

Bhubaneswar: Union
Health Minister Harsh Vard-
han on Saturday made sev-
eral announcements regard-
ing health sector in the State,
including a satellite campus
of the All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS)-
Bhubaneswar at Balasore.
Assuring all possible as-
sistance to the State’s health
sector, the Union Minister
said the satellite campus at
Balasore will have 300 beds.
The State Government has
identified about 25 acres of
land adjacent to the Nation-
al Highway near Balasore for
the hospital which will be set
up at a cost of 2300 crore.
“Efforts will be made to
strengthen the infrastructure
of ATIMS, Bhubaneswar, and
make it better than AIIMS,
New Delhi to fulfil the

dreams of former prime
minister Atal Bihari Vajpay-

Union Health and Family Welfare Minister Harsh Vardhan interacting

Naveen Patnaik. Vardhan
announced four super-spe-

i

with a patient at AIIMS, Bhubaneswar on Saturday | Exeasss prgra

ee,” Vardhan said after a
meeting with Chief Minister

ciality centres of 100-bed
each namely National Insti-

tute of Mental Health and
Neuro Sciences, Nephrology

UPCOMING PROJECTS

Centre with dialysis and kid-
ney transplant facilities, In-

stitute of Cardiology and
Cardiac Surgery and an On-
cology Centre.

He further announced the
establishment of an inte-
grated treatment facility for
patients combining AYUSH
and allopathic medication
and a new department of Oc-
cupational and Environmen-
tal Health in the State.

Admitting that AIIMS-
Bhubaneswar and five other

- such newly established insti-

tutes in the country are suf-
fering due to shortage of
faculty, Vardhan said decks
have been cleared for recruit-
ment from August 1.

“Only 65 faculty positions
have been filled up in each
ATIMS at present and there
is a shortfall of 250. Tt has
been decided to hire teaching
faculty on contractual basis
for the first two years be-
cause we need to get the fa-

cilities functional fast,” he
said. Vardhan said he has
decided to give the Director
of each of the ATIMS the au-
thority to chair selection
committee meetings. Be-
sides, a meeting of State
Health Secretaries will be
convened after the current
session of the Parliament to
discuss issues, he said.

The Centre has decided to
launch a movement to create
health awareness among
people to prevent non-com-
municable diseases like can-
cer, heart and mental prob-
lems, high blood pressure
and diabetes. Besides, em-
phasis will be given to reduce
infant mortality and mater-
nal mortality rates, he said.

Naveen urged Vardhan to
take steps to open a geriatric
centre at SCB Medical Col-
lege and Hospital, Cuttack
and expedite measures for

establishment of Regional
Institute of Paramedical Sci-
ences (RIPS). He also de-
manded financial assistance
of ¥530.55 crore for infra-
structure development to-
wards the allotment of more
seats for the three Govern- .
ment medical colleges in the
State. |
A nine-point charter of |
demands was presented to |
the Union Health Minister. |
Setting up of an institute like .
NIMHANS in the State and
establishment of more nurs-
ing colleges are some of the !
demands.

The Union Minister also !
visited AIIMS, Bhubaneswar |
and interacted with the insti- :
tute’s doctors and Director !
Dr Ashok Mohapatra. He
also had a separate meeting |
with Minister of State for |
Health and Family Welfare

Atanu Sabyasachi Nayak.
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Eﬁhbﬁneswar'ﬁ: am orbfabstfoex-‘v
pansion of All India Ins itute of Mef;}i
cal‘ ‘Sciences (Aﬂi\d&’)m herq, Tf

.ity Hépimlogy Centre and C
Gancer Ceﬁtre, ‘will come up

e A i ST
swé%anﬂatme’theoﬂg

inally planned 1,000-bed facility with B et
15 super-speciality and 18 speciality TAKING i.oom“Umon health minfster Ha
wards, agovernmentsouroe said. on Saturday
sSources said ~ ALN had ap- =
proached the Union government to (SFC)of themstitutebadrecommend
fund these centres under the central-  edit. The government would spend an.
~ sponsored Naﬁonalegrammeﬁr ovaslﬁﬂcroremsemngupthese-'

Prevention and Centrol of Cancer;
Diabetes, Cardiovascular Diseases
and Stroke: (NPCDCS)lastyeax o

“‘sﬂzan,d(ing2 finance cemmmee

Vardhan t: Mubméﬁwa '

‘centres. For the proposed expansion,,
ATIMS has already sought additional
- 50 acre land from ‘the state govern-
ment,After tine dantre’s nod, detaxled: ‘

agovernment source said.

‘Apart from the advanced centres, the

mmsteralsoannounoed]aunchmgof
AYUSH (ayurveda yoga, unani, sidd-

“ha, homeopathy), anew department of

gexmtl'iccaxaem%clneandano@cupa-
tional and environ-

mental healthcare
* department in the
premier institute.
nounced

' national

| 'ZGeriatric centre at SCB

He also an-

settmg ‘
of a school of inten
pubhc"

Bhubaneswars Establishmentofa

_geriatriccare centreat SCB Medical
‘Collegeand Hospital, Cuttack, isunder '

consideration of the Union cabinet,

~ health minister Harsh Vardhantold -

chief minister Naveen Patnaik here on

~ Saturday.

_ Vardhanalsosaid revised estimate
is being prepared for the preposed

~ regional paramedical institute in ’
Bhubaneswar, a government release
- said.Naveen asked the health minister

to provide Rs530.55 crore central aid

* forinfrastructure upgradationin

government medical colleges.
Odisha health minister Atanu

3 : ; Sabyasach: Nayaksaid the funds are
projectmport (DPR)wﬂlbeprepared, '

needed toupgrade the medical
colleges in view of the proposalto
increase MBBS student intake capacity
inVSS Medical College and Hospital,
Burla,and MKCG Medical College and
Hospttal, Berhampur, by 100 each TNN

Vardhan said the government would
strive to make the new AIIMS excel in
its stature compared to the parent hos-

‘pitalin New Delhi. “Funds willnotbea

constraint,” hetold reporters.
ATIMS director Ashok Mohapatra

- sav:l coming up of the expanded facili-
-ty isalogical step for the upcoming in-

stitution to emerge as a tertiary care
self-sufficient institution. “It will help
people of Odisha and other parts of
easternIndiaalot,” hesaid.
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"PRQMSING all.om -
tance to the State in the he
sector, Union Minister H
Vardhan today said quick steps
would be taken to complete
unfinished work and open |
new facilities at AIIMS here,
* "The remaining work of
; AIIMS Bhubaneswar will be taken

Health Minister told reporters after meet- -
ing Chief Minister Naveen Pal:na:k hm.
Efforts would be made to
infrastructure of AIIMS, B,hubmeswanand
make it better and more advanced than -
AIIMS, New Delhi to fulfil the dreams of
former prime minister Atal Bihari | payae.
- who had mooted the project, he sai
~ Steps are being taken to open new
departments like mental health and neurc-
sciences, cancer, eardmthorac«: and cardiac

 About eenhal Wtﬁ}ﬂww&e
to ﬂle sia‘te he sald it has alread
decided to set up a bawm@éiﬂ&pus of

P _super
‘pace to make it an ultra- v
modem medical institute,” the Union

:  into medical col-
leges,, he added: The union health minister
- said there is need to transform health aware-
‘ness campaign into a mass movement with

4ﬁeeoopemhonsfme5htegownmmts

‘Such a movement can effectively check
diabetes, cancer, blindness,

h}@em

- infant mortality rate and maternal mortali-
.ty rate, he said underlining the need to
_fowsonpmvenﬁonofdiffetentdzseasw

- During the meeting, the chief minister
urgedmmtakeshepsboepenagmamc
centre at SCB Medical College and Hospital
in Cuttack, a release from CMO said.

Pﬁlﬁmkalsosoughtmeﬁlmmalasms-

pérr
. tance for infrastructure development for
allotment of more seats for the three gov-

ernment medical colleges and other pnvate.
‘medical colleges of the State. ;
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bats for
quallty

© BIBHUTIBARIK X
‘Bhubaneswar, = July

education should come first
and the Medical Council of

India (MCI) should not con- |

centrate on the nitty-gritty of
infrastructure on deciding the
number of medical seats.

'Admitting that asithasbe- |3

come difficult to run the med-
ical colleges and establish new

20:
Union health minister Harsh -
' Vardhan thinks that quality |

ones in the country, the MCI |

‘should concentrate more on
“quality” and 1ess ou the “for-
malities”,

' Hewas mfermns to curtail-
ing of seats by the regulatory
body for infrastructure and
other lacunae in the co]leges
concerned. =

While speaking

:neWSpersons here, Vardhan
himself a doctor, said the
- brain drain in case of trained

doctors had become a great

concern for the government.
“At a top organisation such
as the All India Institute of
. Medical Sciences (AIIMS), the
Centre spends around Rs 8 to

A HealthnﬂmsterﬁarshVardhmmndstﬂapaﬂentnt

PurlHospitalonSunday Pxem:ebySthana

10 crore per smdent to give :

‘him/her the best medical edu-

~ cation available in the country.

‘But despite the subsidised

o teaching, they are leaving the

nation. They shoult_i servethe

“people,” hesaid.

“To ease ava.ilabillty ot‘ fac-

‘ulty and recruitment of better
people locally, all the directors
‘of AIIMS will be given special

power so that the manpower
crunch can be minimised to
certain extent,“ hesaid:

1 As the healthcare burden

is increasing day-by-day for in-
dividuals and organisations,

“the Centre is now giving more

emphasis on  preventive

‘health-care and it was reflect- -

edinhisreply :
~ “The health ministry is

‘going to open an institute of

public health in all the six new
campuses of AIIMS across the
country so that preventive

“healtheare can be a reality

very éocm he said.
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mﬁptatlon

havednectédoﬂicia]sat-._
1e institutions to expe-

ditg work and complete their
pl:p_ﬂ,ects within December

e Minister Narendra
M‘ij,l will dedicate all the

S institutions on De-

cember 25t0 mark the bu'th-

tions at Bhopa], Pamai,ﬂ
pur and Rishikesh are in
dit erent stages of imple-

Asserting that he wanted

to see AIIMS, Bhubaneswar.
- along with the other five de-

velop as most advanced
health facilities even sur-

. passing the original ATIMS

at New Delhi, the Minister

~ said all support would be
- provided to the projects.

Even as faculty shortage

‘and problems in recruitment

drances for the mstﬂ:uuons :
Dr Vardhan said steps are :
bizing taken to relax the se- :
le:ction process. '
" The recruitment drive !
wiould commence from Au-
gust 1. Directors will be given !
rnore powers in the selection '
process to speed up the re- :
cruitment process. :
AIIMS, Bhubaneswar has :
only 65 faculty members at |
iits disposal against a sanc-

hened strength of 315.
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Medical college in Puri soon

POST NEWS NETWORK

Bhubaneswar, July 20: Bowled
over by the sorry state of infra-
structure in the district headquar-
ter hospital (DHH) at Puri with only
34 doctors, 36 nurses and 52 atten-
dants, Union health and family wel-
fare minister Harsh Vardhan Sunday
announced upgradation of DHH
into a full-fledged medical college
before the Nabakalebar festival”
scheduled for July next year.
“Although it is a 325-bed hospi-
tal, during my inspection I found
women, children and septuagenar-
ians sleeping on the floor. This was

really pathetic. While 50 lakh people

are expected at the 2015 Nabakalebar;

Iwant the hospital expanded to a med-
ical college,” Harsh Vardhan told
the media here.

Vardhan who visited the 170-year-
old hospital Sunday morning said the
Puri district collector has been di-
rected to expedite the land acquisi-
tion process to build the medical
college. Though the city attracts a
large number of tourists, the num-
ber of beds at DHH is not commen-
surate with the inflow.

“We have directed the officials to
complete the AIIMS project by
December 25, the birth anniversary
of former prime minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee. The institute would be
dedicated to the nation by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
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Vardhan bats for national
consensus on euthanasia

‘Decision
Shouldn’t
Be Rushed’

Ashok.Pradhan@timesgroup.com

Bhubaneswar: Union
health minister Harsh Vard-
han on Sunday said the deci-
sion on euthanasia should
not be rushed and efforts
should bemadetoreachana-
tional consensuson it.

“It is a complex issue. A
consensus should be reac-
hed on whether to allow kill-
ingof terminally-ill patients
with no chances of revival.
The final call on such a high-
ly emotive subject shouldnot
betakeninahurry,” themin-
ister said, responding to a
query on the July 16 Su-
preme Court decision to ad-
judicate legality of euthana-
sia. The Times of India has
initiated a campaign favour-
ing active euthanasia with
strict safeguards
(wwwitoi.in/endtrauma).

“Thereshould be healthy
countrywide discussions on
the topic involving medical
professionals and the society
at large with an open mind.
 Since people’s emotions are
deeply associated with it, the

WHAT THE MINISTER SAIDV

> There should be healthy countrywnde dISCUSSIOnS on the
topic involving medical professionals and the
society at large with an open mind. :
Since people’s emotions are deeply
associated with it, the issue must be
given prime importance

¥ There can't be an instant yes or no.

' Before ma,kmg any comment we
have to examine whether
society is prepared for such
amove,allitsprosand i

~cons and the rights of
terminally-ill persons
issue must be have to ex-
given prime NUGAY amine
S";llléomggfd Critical care expert ggff‘fsr pi
: - Dr R K Mani talks to TOI
h"m*hhu.“‘.se}f on the urgent need for pmcﬁd for
?I p yswlag, end-of-life guidelines a :;11 _;mov_e,
dlees"."as .aa; why he believes o (l:onsI;nmg
e forcing a ventilato ;
-news confer- the rights of

ona terminally -ill

ence. bekge . ti nothing

terminally-

wrapping up chort of ill persons.
his three-day Our social
Odishavisit. _assault '~ and cultural

Asked his ) issues
personal views, the minister  should alsobekeptinmind.”
said, “Personal opinion has Doctors in Odisha are di-
no relevance. There can'tbe  vided on the question. Medi-
an instant yes or no. Before  cal oncologist Ghanashyam
making any comment we Biswas said it was high time

the country had legalized ac-
tive euthanasia. “If a patient
knowss/hecan’tbe cured, s/
he should be allowed to die.
Such decision should come
from the patient, backed by
caregivers. Doctors should
assist them,” henoted.

Radiational oncologist at
ATIMS-Bhubaneswar Dilip
Parida said, “Even if some-
one’s disease is beyond cure,
one should not undergo
pain. There cant be two
opinions on this. It can be
achieved to a great extent by
better hospice care, which
most places in India don’t
have. All repercussions of al-
lowing euthanasia should be
deeply studied scientifically
togaugeif the counfryispre-
pared for it,” said Parida,
who often deals with termi-
nally ill cancer patients.

Urologist at Cuttack-
based SCB Medical College :
and Hospital Datteswar Ho-
ta said passive euthanasia
should be allowed. -“Family
members should be able to
decide whether to withdraw
life-support from a patient if
there is no hope of revival.
Several patients die because
of lack of such systems,” he
said. “However; activeeutha-
nasia should not be allowed.
All medical attempts must
be directed at saving a pa-
tient,” headded.

........................................................................................................................................................................
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Efforts on to upgrade health facilities
in Puri before Nabakalebar: Vardhan

Puri will soon have a Medical College, says Health Minister

PBD BUREAU

PURI, JULY 20

ITH over 50 lakh pil-
Wgrims set to visit Puri for
'Nabakalebar' of the pre-

siding deities of Sri Jagannath
temple, the Centre today said
efforts were on to put in place
better health care facilities in the
seaside pilgrim town before the
mega festival next year.

"High quality health care
facilities will be provided to the
people here. No one visiting
Puri from anywhere in the
world should feel inadequacy in
health care system,” Union
Health Minister Harsh Vardhan
said.

"Puri district hospital should
be upgraded immediately
because during the next year's
'Nabakalebar' festival more than
50 lakh pilgrims are expected to
visit the town from across the
country and abroad,” Vardhan,
who was on a two-day tour of
Odisha, told reporters.

Vardhan, who inspected the
Puri district hospital this morn-
ing, said it would be converted
into a super-speciality hospital

e ST

Union Minister for Health, Harsh Vardhan i

f .8 —
nteracting with a patient

during his visit to Puri Hospital on Sunday. —PBD Photo

with a 'trauma care centre'
before the grand event.

The Union minister said he
went into the details of the pro-
posed expansion project to
make Puri hospital a medical
college and asked the authori-
ties to expedite the process of
land acquisition so that work
could begin at the earliest.

Stating that the Centre had
accorded sanction for opening a
medical college at Puri, Vardhan
said after development of infra-

structure by the state govern-
ment the Centre would provide
financial and technical support
for this.

Besides, all Public Health
Centres (PHCs), along the
Bhubaneswar-Puri national
highway, would be upgraded
with central assistance before
'Nabakalebar', he said.

Noting that the number of
beds in Puri district hospital has
grown by less than one per cent
since 1980, he said though there

were 325 beds in the hospital,
many patients were seen lying
on the floor.

Constructed in 1840, the hos-
pital has only 34 doctors, 36
nurses and 52 attendants, he said
assuring that he would personal-
ly oversee the implementation of
pending works so that manpow-
er and facility of the hospital
could be augmented in time for
the 'Nabakalebar' festival.

'Navakalebar', billed as an
important ritual of the 12th cen-
tury shrine, will be celebrated in
2015 after a gap of 19 years.
During this festival, wooden
idols of the trinity - Lord
Jagannath, elder brother Lord
Balabhadra and their sister Devi
Subhadra - will be replaced with
new wooden ones.

During his visit to the sea-
side pilgrim town, Vardhan
called on the Shankaracharya of
Puri Gobardhan Peeth Swami
Nischalananda Saraswati and
held discussions.

The seer had advised the min-
ister to take care of the 'health of
the country' (Rashtra ki swasthya)
and preserve its heritage and cul-
ture, a spokesman of the
Gobardhan Peeth said.




